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To: Oregon State Land Board






June 14, 2011
From: Josh Laughlin, Cascadia Wildlands
RE: Comments on the 2011 Draft Elliott Forest Management Plan
Dear Governor Kulongoski, Secretary Brown and Treasurer Wheeler:

My name is Josh Laughlin. I’m the Campaign Director of Cascadia Wildlands, a non-profit conservation organization based in Eugene that represents approximately 5,000 members and supporters, most of whom reside in Oregon.  For over 10 years, Cascadia Wildlands has been involved in the Elliott State Forest planning process, and the issues currently in front of you are of much interest to our membership. 
I’m here today to reiterate to the Land Board that there is a better way forward on the Elliott that can meet the mandate of Common School Fund lands while not increasing clearcutting as proposed by the draft 2011 Elliott State Forest Management Plan. We believe the plan in front of you is destined for controversy and failure, and Oregonians deserve better.
First, I’d like to offer you a glimpse of what is going on currently on the Elliott under the 1995 Habitat Conservation Plan. Pic 2 and 3 are two timber sales that showcase the typical forest practices on the Elliott: clearcutting of complex rainforest, replanting with dense rows of conifers, dousing the landscape with herbicides, and sanitizing the hills of native mountain beaver. Show pic 4. According to ODF, approximately 3,000 mountain beaver are trapped and killed on the Elliott each year as they have a tendency compete with the young samplings that get planted. We believe these forest practices are antiquated, out of touch with public values, and are by far the worst of the worst taking place on public lands in the Pacific Northwest today. Pic 5 The Cold Crystal timber sale slated to be sold off later this year to the highest bidder. Pic 6 Rock Crawlers in the W. Fork Millicoma River. This is essential spawning and rearing habitat for ESA-listed Oregon Coast Coho salmon. It is astounding to us that this activity is tolerated in our public waterways. Pic 7 Northern spotted owl populations have drastically plummeted on the Elliott since 1993 from 69-29 (or less). We attribute it to the aggressive older forest clearcutting and the invasion of the barred owl, a more aggressive relative of the spotted owl that is displacing historic owls sites and increasing competition. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is currently recommending protecting older forest habitat, like is found on the Elliott, to help insulate the spotted owl from the barred owl.
Pic 8 Yet the state is proposing a 40% increase in clearcutting while abandoning promises it made in the 1995 HCP by way of the Draft 2011 Elliott Forest Management Plan. The same riparian strategy being used in the 2011 Draft Plan was rejected by NOAA Fisheries and was heavily criticized by the state-commissioned 2010 Independent Multidisciplinary Science Team Review. This riparian strategy is not based on the best available science provision of the Greatest Permanent Value OAR for state forestland management.
There is a better way forward
Pic 9 We believe there is a better way forward that can satisfy the mandate to generate revenue for school children, but still safeguard these irreplaceable older rainforests on the Elliott. A hybrid-type approach could incorporate the following:
· Receipts from thinning young stands (approx. 24,000 acres of commercially viable plantations today)
· Conservation acquisitions of critical lands

· Carbon sequestration from “avoided deforestation” projects 

· Land exchanges of critical Elliott lands for nearby federal plantations in the Matrix allocation

We also believe it would be diligent for the State Land Board to take a close look at possible cost savings on the Elliott though a new management arrangement on the forest. A request for proposals from other forestland managers who are more in line with public values might be warranted and cost effective.

As you are aware, the Oregon Constitution (Article VIII, Sec 5) charges the State Land Board to manage the Common School Fund Lands “with the greatest benefit for the people of the state consistent with conservation of this resource under sound techniques of land management.”

And in 1992 an opinion from the Oregon Attorney General reiterated that the “greatest benefit” standard requires the State Land Board to use the lands for schools and the production of income for the CSF. However, according to the 1995 Elliott HCP’s interpretation of the AG’s opinion, the State Land Board may utilize other revenue generators on the Elliott aside from timber and also take management actions that reduce present income if these actions are intended to maximize income over the long term.
We believe with enough commitment, we can work together to find a fresh and workable solution for the Elliott while fulfilling fiduciary obligations to the Common School Fund. Until then, the state appears to be running afoul of the law and best available science while seriously undermining its reputation as being in the forefront of cutting-edge environmental practices.

Please continue to use us as a resource, and thanks for the opportunity.

/s/
Josh Laughlin                                           
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