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Challenging Critical 
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Northern Spotted Owl Pushed Closer to Brink of Extinction
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     The forecast is not good for the 
northern spotted owl. Over 15 years 
after it was listed on the Endangered 
Species Act, a number of high profile, 
region-wide reports have concluded 
the population is shrinking, quickly. 
In Washington alone, the bird 
continues to plummet at a rate of over 
7% each year. Throughout its entire 
range (western Washington, Oregon 
and northern California), the owl’s 
numbers are dropping at a rate over 
4% each year. The spotted owl seems to 
be going the way of the dodo bird.
     The reports cite a number of factors 
contributing the bird’s dwindling 
population, including barred owl 
invasion, wildfire events, and habitat 
fragmentation, and cites new threats 
with unknown consequences, including 
West Nile virus, sudden oak death, 
and global climate change. With the 
data in front of us, why then does the 
government continue to auction off 
northern spotted owl habitat, towering 
mature and old-growth forests, to the 
highest bidder?
     The Cascadia Wildlands Project is 
constantly asking that same question 
as we continue to see one old-growth 
logging proposal after another. There 
are currently thousands and thousands 
of acres up for grabs on the Medford 
BLM District alone. The Roseburg BLM 
is not far behind. These are our public 
lands. And lands the northern spotted 

owl relies on to nest, roost and forage—
critical elements for its survival.
     This is why the Cascadia Wildlands 
Project, along with our conservation 
partners Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands 
Center, Umpqua Watersheds, Bark, 
and Oregon Wild, filed a lawsuit on 
August 23 challenging the approval of 
tens of thousands of acres of reckless 
logging projects throughout the 
region. We are being represented by 
powerhouse attorneys Susan Jane 
Brown and Stephanie Parent of the 
Pacific Environmental Advocacy 
Center. 
     The lawsuit is challenging four of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) “biological opinions” that 
rubber-stamp aggressive logging in 
designated “critical habitat” for the owl. 
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The Cascadia Wildlands Project works to empower people and communities to advocate for their public lands.  Each quarter 
we will offer useful information and tips you can use to help protect and restore the landscapes of the Pacific Northwest!  

Letters to the Editor are one of the most effective ways of voicing your opinion on matters of ancient forests and endangered 
wildlife.  Letters should be short (many newspapers have word limits of 150 or 200 words), personal, and related to a current 
issue.  Send your letters to local Oregon and Washington newspapers at these addresses:

Northern spotted owl populations continue 
to plummet across the Pacific Northwest.
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The Oregonian (Portland)
Letters to the Editor
1320 S.W. Broadway
Portland, OR 97201
letters@news.oregonian.com

Challenging Critical Habitat 
Logging:  Northern Spotted Owl 
Pushed Closer to Brink of Extinction

Roadless Rule Reinstated: 
Enormous Legal Victory

Clearcutting Across Alaska’s 
Lost Coast:  20,000 Acres of Old 
Growth Leveled

Holiday Benefit Auction:  
Saturday, December 2
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A red check means it’s time to renew 
your membership!  Thank you for your 

ongoing support for wild places!

 by Josh Laughlin

Join us for a Fall Hike!
November 12: Few people know that there is a wilderness in the lush Oregon Coast Range, but Drift Creek  is a gem 
to be discovered.  The area is home to beautiful, pristine creeks, northern spotted owls, hardwood forests and ancient 
Douglas firs.  We’ll take in the autumn spectacle of the old-growth forests along the Horse Creek Trail and discuss 
management of the surrounding public and private lands.  Hike is about 6 miles with moderate difficulty.

Carpools leave from behind Kinkos on 13th and Willamette St. in Eugene at 9:30 am.  Bring warm clothes, rain gear, 
good hiking shoes, lunch, water, and a good attitude.  The hike will be back around 5 pm.  RSVP required at 434-1463 
or jlong@cascwild.org.  For information on other hikes and events, visit www.cascwild.org.  

The Register-Guard (Eugene)
Register Guard Mailbag
P.O. Box 10188
Eugene, OR 97440-2188
rgletters@guardnet.com

The Seattle Times
Letters Editor
P.O. Box 70
Seattle, WA 98111
opinion@seattletimes.com

Food • Drinks • Live Jazz

Silent & Live Auctions
featuring
Rafting Trips • Northwest Wines 
• Alaskan Adventure • Costa Rica 
Vacation • iPod Nano • Olympic 
Peninsula Getaway • Telescope & 
Astronomy Lesson • Massages • 
Copper River Salmon • Outdoor Gear • 
and much more!

Saturday, December 2
6 - 10 pm
Agate Hall, University of Oregon
(18th and Agate, Eugene)

Tickets 
$15 door, $10 advance (contact 
541.434.1463 or info@cascwild.org for 
information or to learn about absentee bidding)

Holiday
BenefitAuction

4th Annual




