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Northern Spotted Owl Pushed Closer to Brink of Extinction

by Josh Laughlin

The forecast is not good for the
northern spotted owl. Over 15 years
after it was listed on the Endangered
Species Act, a number of high profile,
region-wide reports have concluded
the population is shrinking, quickly.
In Washington alone, the bird
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continues to plummet at a rate of over
7% each year. Throughout its entire
range (western Washington, Oregon
and northern California), the owl’s
numbers are dropping at a rate over
4% each year. The spotted owl seems to
be going the way of the dodo bird.

The reports cite a number of factors
contributing the bird’s dwindling
population, including barred owl
invasion, wildfire events, and habitat
fragmentation, and cites new threats
with unknown consequences, including
West Nile virus, sudden oak death,
and global climate change. With the
data in front of us, why then does the
government continue to auction off
northern spotted owl habitat, towering
mature and old-growth forests, to the
highest bidder?

The Cascadia Wildlands Project is
constantly asking that same question
as we continue to see one old-growth
logging proposal after another. There
are currently thousands and thousands
of acres up for grabs on the Medford

is not far behind. These are our public
lands. And lands the northern spotted
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BLM District alone. The Roseburg BLM

owl relies on to nest, roost and forage—
critical elements for its survival.

This is why the Cascadia Wildlands
Project, along with our conservation
partners Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands
Center, Umpqua Watersheds, Bark,
and Oregon Wild, filed a lawsuit on
August 23 challenging the approval of
tens of thousands of acres of reckless
logging projects throughout the
region. We are being represented by
powerhouse attorneys Susan Jane
Brown and Stephanie Parent of the
Pacific Environmental Advocacy
Center.

The lawsuit is challenging four of
the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) “biological opinions” that
rubber-stamp aggressive logging in
designated “critical habitat” for the owl.

continued on page 3
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Northern spotted owl populations continue
to plummet across the Pacific Northwest.






