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Saturday, December 8th
6-10 pm
EMU Ballroom, UO, Eugene

Join us for a festive evening of
live jazz, delicious food, and lo-
cally crafted beer and wine. Bid
on exciting silent and live auc-
tion items, including a vacation
for 8 in Costa Rica, a week-long
rafting trip for 2 down Alaska’s
Copper River, coastal condo and
mountain cabin getaways, an
iPod, outdoor gear, and more!

For more information, to view
auction items, and to purchase
advance tickets, visit www.
cascwild.org.

Newsletter of the Cascadia Wildlands Project

Burned Forests = Healthy Forests
Thorn Project Showcases Abusive Management

by Jay Lininger

Decades of government propaganda
featuring Smokey Bear brainwashed
most Americans into believing that
wildland yre is a destructive force of
nature.

In truth, yre is a biological necessity
in forest ecosystems throughout
Cascadia. Native plants and soil
organisms are adapted to recycle
nutrients through combustion. Animals
like yr engraver beetle and its predator,
black-backed woodpecker, prefer
torched forests as habitat. Even the
northern spotted owl preys on rodents
that congregate in burned patches to
munch on delicious new plant growth.

A living example of the self-
renewing capability of yre-adapted
forests is on display in the 1991 Warner

Creek yre area of the Willamette
National Forest outside Oakridge.
The U.S. Forest Service and timber
industry claimed the 9,000-acre yre
was catastrophic and required salvage
logging to recover the forest and
protect it from future yres. Sixteen
years later, thanks to a peaceful forest
defense campaign that prevented
logging without laws under the 1995
“Salvage Rider,” Warner Creek now
teems with a fantastic diversity of life
that offers unparalleled opportunities
to study yre ecology. The Forest Service
lost interest in Warner Creek after the
public forced it to withdraw logging
plans there.

Its myopic attachment to industrial
“salvage” of burned forests is on
display yet again as the agency ynalizes
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Wildland yreyghter patrols the perimeter of the 2006 Thorn Fire in Oregonis
Malheur National Forest.




News INn Cascadia

Black Crater Post-yre Timber Sale
Settled

In early October, the Cascadia Wild-
lands Project and allies Oregon Chap-
ter Sierra Club and Blue Mountains
Biodiversity Project settled our lawsuit
challenging the Black Crater timber
sale, which was proposed in the af-
termath of the 2006 Black Crater yre.
Located in Oregon’s Central Cascades,
the Black Crater timber sale was less
than one mile from the Three Sisters
Wilderness and entirely within an old-
growth reserve and designated spotted
owl “critical habitat.” Represented
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Black Crater post-yre forests saved
from logging.

Fire continued from page 1

plans for its largest post-yre logging
project of 2007 on 4,000 acres burned
by the Thorn yre in the Malheur
National Forest near Dayville.

The purpose of the project is to
capture economic value from burned
trees. Ironically, logging will create a
net ynancial loss to taxpayers of $2.4
million, according to Forest Service
analysis.

Government foresters are so
determined to log the big ponderosa
pines and Douglas yr at Thorn that
they propose to amend the Malheur
Forest Plan to allow logging in a variety
of currently protected environments
including elk winter range habitat and
other wildlife emphasis areas, old-
growth reserves, and a large roadless
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by our Legal Director, Dan Kruse, we
quickly went one up with an award of a
temporary restraining order by Federal
Judge Ann Aiken in August. After two
settlement conferences and a precedent
setting decision by the 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals in a related case, the For-
est Service settked. Ultimately, seven
of eight logging units were cancelled
entirely, and the remaining unit was
the furthest away from the wilderness
area and little more than a long skinny
stretch of trees wedged between a road
and a massive private land clearcut.

Roads Across Public Land Near
Roseburg Challenged

In late September, Klamath Siskiyou
Wildlands Center, Cascadia Wildlands
Project and Umpqua Watersheds chal-
lenged the legality of two proposed
roads across Medford Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land to access
private timber. The roads total 712 feet
in length, are projected up to 60 feet

in width, and would be built directly
through one of the remaining stands of
mature forest within the Galesville Old-
Growth Reserve southwest of Roseburg,
Oregon. Plaintiffs have raised speciyc
concerns about the impacts of increas-
ing road densities on wildlife and water
quality and the BLM’s complete refusal
to consider or acknowledge the cumula-

area centered on Chrome Ridge.

The temporary nature of the plan
amendments, whereby the agency
will restore pre-existing management
direction to protected areas after they
are logged, amounts to a series of
deliberate forest plan violations and
moots the planning process by giving
foresters leave to disregard otherwise
binding plans at their pleasure. Federal
law does not allow such arbitrary
government behavior.

Cascadia Wildlands Project
acknowledges a real economic need
for some logging and wood products
manufacture from the Malheur
National Forest. Recent mill closures
in John Day, forced by depressed log
prices and escalating fuel costs, left
that community reeling from the loss of
dozens of family wage jobs.

www.cascwild.org

tive impacts of past logging and road
construction in the area. The govern-
ment and Seneca Jones Timber Com-
pany have agreed to a temporary stay of
ground disturbing activities pending the
court’s decision.

Lawsuit Filed Against Five Buttes
Logging Project

On October 2, the Cascadia Wildlands
Project, the Blue Mountains Biodiver-
sity Project, and the Oregon Chapter
Sierra Club yled a federal lawsuit
challenging the Five Buttes Project

on the Crescent Ranger District of

the Deschutes National Forest. The
timber sale proposes to remove more
than 2,000 acres of spotted owl habitat
through intensive logging in order to
“protect” spotted owls from the risk that
yre could burn their habitat. While the
Forest Service expects it to take up to
50 years for spotted owls to nest, roost
and forage in the logged areas again,
the yre risk could return to current
levels in as little as twenty years. The
Five Buttes Project has been broken
into about a half-dozen different timber
sales, two of which have been sold al-
ready. Plaintiffs are represented by Eu-
gene-based attorney Ann Kneeland and
CRAG Law Center’'s Ralph Bloemers
from Portland.

For this reason, we suggested an
alternative that would limit logging
at Thorn to road corridors and lands
where the forest plan allows it without
any need for amendment. This
alternative protects important areas
and allows reduced but signiycant
economic use of natural resources.

Fundamentally, however, burned
forests are healthy forests. The idea
that post-yre logging salvages value
that otherwise would go to waste is
erroneous. Logging demolishes the very
structures that host evolution in forest
ecosystems and reinforces the boom-
and-bust economic cycles inherent to
the timber industry.

The Forest Service will issue its
Record of Decision amending the
Malheur Forest Plan and authorizing
post-yre logging any day. Stay tuned.
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