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Newsletter of the Cascadia Wildlands Project

What a WOPR!

BLM Proposes to Trash Oregon Forest Reserves

by Jay Lininger industry wanted.

Hoedown and
Auction

Hoedown for Ancient Forests
Saturday, October 6th, 6 pm
Avalon Stables, Cottage Grove

Featuring the foot-stompin’

live music of the Conjugal
Visitors, square dancing,
belly-warming food, and locally-
crafted beverages. Info avail-
able beginning Sept. 1 at www.
cascwild.org or 541.434.1463.

Holiday Benefit Auction
Saturday, December 8th, 6 - 10 pm
EMU Ballroom, U of O, Eugene

Join us for a festive evening of
live jazz, delicious food, silent
and live auctions featuring a
Costa Rica vacation, coastal get-
aways, outdoor gear, and more.

Western Oregon features some
of the best forests in Cascadia. They
provide clean drinking water, pood
control, ysh and wildlife habitat,
recreation, and jobs in resource
management and tourism. Amenities
provided by healthy forests attract
skilled workers and stimulate local
economic development.

A new and major threat to low-
elevation forests on public land in
western Oregon is emerging. The
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
proposes to eliminate 1.5 million acres
of protected forest reserves on Oregon
and California (O&C) Grant Lands and
dedicate them exclusively to timber
extraction.

The BLM calls its initiative the
Western Oregon Plan Revisions. We
call ita WOPR (“whopper”).

A backroom deal between BLM and
the American Forest
Resources Council
(AFRC), a timber
industry group,
birthed the WOPR.
The AFRC claimed
in a lawsuit that the
0O&C lands are for
logging only. Courts
twice dismissed
the suit because it
lacked merit, but
George Bush gave it
new life by inviting
a settlement and
ceding everything

The stakes are huge. Fully 20
percent of the remaining old-growth
and mature forests in western Oregon
would go on the chopping block. Less
than 10 percent of historic forests
exist in Cascadia after a cut-and-run
logging binge in the 20th century.

We lost much of our immense forest
wealth, and the WOPR would further
impoverish the region by converting
natural forests into managed tree
farms.

The WOPR diverges radically from
the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan (NFP).
The NFP created a forest reserve
network to protect habitat, recognizing
that the rate and scale of clearcut
logging in the 1980s caused ysh and
wildlife populations to crash toward
extinction. BLM reserves are pivotal in
the NFP network with their unique

continued on page 3

c 7 : v

The BLM’s proposal threatens streamside forests.
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Status Quo Is Unacceptable
Ramblings from the Executive Director

As a biologist and wildland yreyghter in a
federal agency, | saw yrst hand the difyculties
encountered by land managers seeking to do
the right thing by communities and ecosys-
tems under a presidential administration bent
on suppressing science for political objectives.
| joined the Cascadia Wildlands Project to im-
prove forest policy, empower land managers
to apply science and beneyt wild places and
rural communities.

So it was with delight that | accompanied
our Conservation Director, Josh Laughlin, and
friends from the Klamath-Siskiyou Wild-
lands Center and Oregon Wild in June for a
week on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. We
exchanged ideas with policymakers on topics
ranging from forest restoration to yre pre-
paredness, all in pursuit of goals identiyed by
our board of directors and strategic plan.

An opportunity to realize big improvements
in forest policy emerged with the Democratic
sweep of the 2006 election. The Bush admin-
istration now gets withering scrutiny of its
efforts to accelerate industrial plunder of our
treasured forest legacy. Moreover, U.S. Sena-
tor Gordon Smith (R-OR) faces election in
2008, and he will have to facilitate rather than
block conservation to earn another six years in
ofyce.

But none of that will stop Bush from trying
to leave his mark. The forthcoming Western
Oregon Plan Revisions and new rules affecting
northern spotted owl (see page 6) pose major threats to wild forests in Cascadia.
Our campaign strategies respond with organizing, policy advocacy and litigation
to neutralize those threats and will produce substantial gains in the coming few
years.

Some activists disagree with our approach and will bash new forest legislation
even if it achieves net gains for conservation. They should remain mindful that
the status quo is both unacceptable and ephemeral. It is unacceptable because
irreplaceable old forests continue to be sold to the timber industry. We invest
substantial resources in public education and expensive litigation because cur-
rent policy does not protect old forests. We are effective in holding the line most
of the time, but incremental losses continue to mount, and it's time to move on.
The status quo is ephemeral because of the very bad and strategically devious
administration initiatives named above. Without legislation that permanently
protects old forests and redirects agency management to thinning of young man-
aged plantations, the new reality, which could outlive the next administration,
will be far worse than what we know now.

The Cascadia Wildlands Project is committed to securing protection for old
forests and promoting restoration of degraded lands based on defensible science.
Where we see opportunities to advance those goals, with your support, we will
work to realize them instead of sit and rationalize the status quo.

Josh aughlin and Jay Lininger
spent a week in D.C. meeting
with policymakers.




News 1N Cascadia

Five Buttes Logging Targets East-
ern Slope of Oregon’s Cascades
The Forest Service recently authorized
the Five Buttes Project, a 4,235 acre
timber sale in the Crescent Ranger Dis-
trict of the Deschutes National Forest.
Sitting just east of the Cascade Crest,
the Five Buttes Project area is predomi-

nantly high elevation mixed-conifer for-

est and is home to bald eagles, golden
eagles, spotted owls, herds of elk and
mule deer, and loads of other wildlife.

Ponderosa pine in the Five Buttes logging
project area.

WOPR continued from page 1

concentration of old forests below
3,000 feet in elevation. They sustain
crucial habitat corridors for dispersal
of threatened wildlife between the
Cascades and the Coast Range as well
as fresh water refuges for endangered
salmon and steelhead. Eliminating
those reserves will cause signiycant
losses of habitat and irreversible
declines in biological diversity.

Some western Oregon county
governments want the WOPR. The
1937 O&C Act entitled them to 50
percent of timber sale receipts from
affected lands. That worked well for
decades as foresters steadily increased
the cut. Federal payments continued
instead of receipts after the timber
program crashed, but will expire in

While parts of the project area have
been logged in the past and may beneyt
from some restoration work, the For-
est Service has proposed to heavily log
other areas that are healthy and beau-
tiful forests. The Cascadia Wildlands
Project has provided detailed comment
on the proposal and will continue to
monitor it closely.

Black Crater Post-yre Timber Sale
Temporarily Halted

On June 29, a federal judge granted

the CWP a temporary restraining order
against the Black Crater logging proj-
ect, preventing the Forest Service from
auctioning or awarding the timber sale
until our legal claims are heard more
fully. The Black Crater logging proj-
ect, near Sisters, Oregon, was planned
after the 2006 Black Crater Fire, and
would log all but six dead trees per acre
across 201 acres of old-growth reserves
and critical habitat for the spotted owl.
While our yght to protect the fragile but
vibrant landscape is far from over, this
initial victory is a great step in the right
direction. The preliminary injunction
hearing is set for August 2.

Thorn Post-yre Project Planned in
Malheur National Forest

As forest advocates across the Paciyc
Northwest are still recovering from

2008. Facing cuts in services and jobs,
elected leaders of Jackson, Josephine,
Curry and Douglas Counties openly
advocate an old-growth logging revival.

There is a better way forward. More
than half of the O&C lands are tree
farms that need thinning to restore
wildlife habitat and mitigate yre
hazard. Over two billion board feet of
timber available in plantations could
support diminished but stable county
payments and a smarter, leaner timber
industry in rural Oregon. Pending
legislation in Congress would require
BLM to thin plantations, like the U.S.
Forest Service does now, and leave old
forests alone for future generations to
enjoy.

Please get involved! A draft
environmental impact statement for

the devastation created by the massive
Biscuit timber sale in southwest Or-
egon, the Forest Service has proposed

a sequel. This time, the setting is in
eastern Oregon’s Malheur National
Forest, southeast of Dayville near Al-
drich Mountain. The Thorne Project
was planned after the Shake-Table yre
burned in the summer of 2006 and pro-
poses logging over 41 million board feet
of timber from more than 3,900 acres
of national forest lands. The Cascadia
Wildlands Project and allies in east-
ern Oregon have submitted extensive
comments and continue to monitor this
project closely.

Governor Kulongoski Signs Cou-
gar Hounding Bill Into Law

On June 27, Governor Ted Kulongoski
signed HB 2971 into law, re-instating
hound hunting of cougars in Oregon.
The law essentially overturns Mea-
sure 18, a 1994 voter-approved ban on
hounding of big cats, by permitting the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wild-
life (ODFW) to deputize citizen hunters
to implement the Department’s Cougar
Management Plan. That plan calls for
killing nearly 2,000 cougars across the
state. The plan is based on a manufac-
tured fear of cougars and a false claim
that the Oregon’s big cats are decimat-
ing wild ungulate populations.

the WOPR will circulate for public
comment for 90 days from August to
November. For more information, visit
www.oregonheritageforests.org.

1.5 million acres of old-growth reserves in
western Oregon are at risk.






